
 

 

@Global_Graphics 

NEWS FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

NEW DEVELOPER KIT GIVES COMPLETE CONTROL OVER PREPRESS FILES 

Powerful Mako™ SDK enables document components to be taken apart to create custom features 

 

Cambridge, UK, 15th May, 2018: A new software development kit for preparing documents for print is available today 

from Global Graphics Software, the developers of the Harlequin RIP® and ScreenPro™. 

 

Mako™ is a multi-platform technology for prepress, document conversion and manipulation. Aimed at developers and 

system integrators it can be used upstream of the Harlequin RIP to prepare documents for printing or can be used on 

its own to create custom print workflow components, such as imposing pages or combining documents into one job. It 

is compatible with Windows, Linux, Mac OS, iOS, Android and Windows 10 IoT (Internet of Things), meaning that 

documents destined for print can be processed and previewed on any device. 

 

David Stevenson, Mako product manager, comments: “Mako is a versatile SDK that developers can use to 

interrogate, modify or visualize documents, primarily in PDF, but other page description languages such as XPS are 

also supported. Mako can be used to build custom print workflow components to preflight – interrogating font or color 

information, for example – or to create active components that change or create new content, by imposing or 

combining existing documents. Mako can also be used to visualize documents on screen, in a web browser or on 

different devices such as tablets or smart phones.” 

 

Develop custom pre-press processes 

The control that Mako provides over source documents makes it an ideal choice for building custom workflow 

components. Developers can use Mako to split or combine files, convert colors, and add new content such as 2D 

barcodes, to ensure that the job is properly prepared to produce the desired output before passing it on for processing 

through any RIP including the Harlequin RIP. 

 

Color space transformation 

Mako incorporates a color management engine that ensures color integrity by referencing input and output ICC 

profiles that are embedded into a document, supplied locally, or built into Mako itself.  

 

Imposition: excels at wide format and wallpaper 

Mako can handle PDFs created at actual size, for example, a wide format banner or 10m wallpaper roll. Developers 

can impose any size of job using Mako – booklet, n-up or ganging or nesting – to make the best use of the print 

substrate. 

 

Re-order pages 

Use Mako to create dedicated workflow components to reorder pages, split jobs into smaller files by page count or an 

internal marker such as a bookmark, or combine files into larger jobs. Mako ensures all the resources needed to print 



 
the job will be present however the job is divided, joined or restructured, for example by reorganizing fonts to avoid 

multiple instances and by merging font subsets. 

 

PDF analysis 

Before committing a job to production there is often a need to discover information about it. Page count, page 

dimensions and orientation and document metadata are easily obtained using Mako. Workflow developers can use 

Mako to discover the spot color channels present in the job, or perform more detailed analysis to find which spot 

colors are used and by how much. 

 

Visualization 

A common requirement of prepress workflows is to preview a file. With Mako developers can build fast, high-quality 

visualization, performance-tuned to the platform. For example, Mako can generate SVG (Scalable Vector Graphics) of 

a PDF page, complete with overprint simulation, for preview in an HTML5 browser. 

 

Further information is at https://www.globalgraphics.com/globalgraphics-software/products/mako-sdk 

 

 

Ends 

About Global Graphics Software 
Global Graphics Software https://www.globalgraphics.com/globalgraphics-software  is a leading developer of 
platforms for digital printing, including the Harlequin RIP®, ScreenPro, Fundamentals and Mako. Customers 
include HP, Canon, Durst, Roland,  Kodak and Agfa. The roots of the company go back to 1986 and to the iconic 
university town of Cambridge, and, today the majority of the R&D team is still based near here. Global Graphics 
Software is a subsidiary of Global Graphics PLC (Euronext: GLOG). 
 
Global Graphics, Harlequin, the Harlequin logo, the Harlequin RIP, are trademarks of Global Graphics Software Limited which may 
be registered in certain jurisdictions.  Global Graphics is a trademark of Global Graphics PLC which may be registered in certain 
jurisdictions. PostScript is a trademark of Adobe Systems Incorporated which may be registered in certain jurisdictions. All other 
brand and product names are the registered trademarks or trademarks of their respective owners. 
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