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PDF 2.0 COMPATIBLE SOLUTIONS ROLL OUT TO PRINT SERVICE PROVIDERS 

Harlequin RIP OEMs future-proof their PDF workflows 

 

Label Expo Americas, 26 September 2018: New workflows and Digital Front Ends compatible with the ISO PDF 2.0 

standard are rolling out to print service providers as Harlequin® RIP OEMs gear up to future-proof their systems to 

process PDF 2.0 files. 

 

Latest out of the blocks are Xitron’s Navigator RIP Version 12 which has already been released for shipment and the HP 

Production Pro for Indigo Labels and Packaging Version 7.1 that is being unveiled at Label Expo Americas this week 

(booths 3226 and 3429). 

 

Other Harlequin RIP OEMs will soon follow: Harlequin Version 12 was launched with PDF 2.0 support in April 2018 so 

that OEMs could start the integration into their next round of products early.  

 

The Harlequin RIP, was the first major PDF RIP for production printing to offer compatibility with the PDF 2.0 standard.  It 

supports all of the features of the new PDF 2.0 standard that are relevant for production printing. 

 

Martin Bailey, CTO and head of product management at Global Graphics Software, says “If your Digital Front End or 

workflow is not compliant with this new standard it will silently ignore the new features available with unexpected results in 

output, or may even error when processing PDF 2.0 files.  Upgrading your DFE and continuing to consume PDF 1.7 files 

is safe; not upgrading and trying to consume PDF 2.0 files is not.  We strongly recommend that print service providers and 

converters should start planning upgrades to support PDF 2.0 for all applications consuming PDF, starting with the end of 

the workflow, with their Digital Front Ends and working upstream. We all know that just saying “don’t send me PDF 2.0 

files” does not prevent customers from doing so. Upgrading to support PDF 2.0 ensures that you can confidently accept 

their files and spend your valuable time concentrating on areas that can differentiate your business!” 

 

The PDF 2.0 standard was published in 2017 by the International Standards Organization and is billed as the first “post-

Adobe” standard.  

 

Reputed for the quality of its output as well as its speed, the Harlequin RIP transforms design and pre-press data into a 

format that can be printed and feeds those pages to the press at blistering speeds.  Harlequin Version 12 is available in 

two editions:  the Harlequin Host Renderer SDK, which powers the Digital Front Ends used in high-volume digital 

production environments; and, Harlequin MultiRIP for conventional and light digital production printing. 



 
   

Martin Bailey, the primary UK expert to the ISO committees working on PDF, PDF/X and PDF/VT,  has authored a White 

Paper The impact of PDF 2.0 on print production which is available for download. 

 

Ends 

About Global Graphics Software 
Global Graphics Software http://www.globalgraphics.com is a leading developer of platforms for digital printing, including 
the Harlequin RIP®, ScreenPro, Fundamentals and Mako. The roots of the company go back to 1986 and to the iconic 
university town of Cambridge, and, today the majority of the R&D team is still based near here. Global Graphics Software 
is a subsidiary of Global Graphics PLC (Euronext: GLOG). 
 
Global Graphics, Harlequin, the Harlequin logo, the Harlequin RIP, are trademarks of Global Graphics Software Limited which may be 
registered in certain jurisdictions.  Global Graphics is a trademark of Global Graphics PLC which may be registered in certain 
jurisdictions. All other brand and product names are the registered trademarks or trademarks of their respective owners. 
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